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usage and equipment, or class animosities; and as it has been
brought into full bearing within an unexampled short time,
none of these drawbacks or handicaps have yet had time to
grow to formidable dimensions.
Owing in part to the same unprecedentedly short period m
of its acquirement and installation, and in part to the nearly
unbroken medievalism of the institutional scheme into
which the new technology has been intruded, it has hitherto
had but a slight effect in the way of inducing new habits of
thought on institutional matters among the German popu-
lation, such as have formed the institutional counterpart of
its gradual development among the English-speaking peo-
ples. Such institutional consequences of a workday habitua-
tion to any given state of the industrial arts will necessarily
come on by slow degrees and be worked out only in the
course of generations,
In the English case, as has been indicated in earlier
passages, such growth of popular institutions and ideals of
autonomy and initiative as may be observed in modern times
has not placed popular autonomy in anything like a position
of unqualified domination in any of the collective concerns
of life. There is much standing over from the earlier, feu-
dalistic and dynastic, regime, as, e.g., the crown, the nobility
with its house of lords, and the established church 5 although
these remains so left over are in a visibly infirm state and
have something of an air of incongruity and anachronism in
their modern setting. "Dead letter" and "legal fiction"
have a large place in English conceptions, and these archaic
strands in the institutional fabric are in great part to be
viewed in that light. At the same time, while the modem